

[bookmark: Order_of_Service]Order of Service
UnitingWorld Sunday
7 March 2023
[bookmark: 1._Acknowledging_Country]
Acknowledgment of Country 
Worship Leader:
From before recorded time, the 	 People (of the 	 Nation) cared for this Land.
We praise the Creator for the beauty of this Land and honour those who have offered themselves in tending it.
We acknowledge the Elders and communities who have told the sacred stories and nurtured faithfulness to the Creator. We pay our respects to the Elders who have gone before, all who carry the stories today, and who are emerging.
We ask God’s blessing on all those who continue to work for the healing and restoration of this Land and Her Communities.

Alternate forms and related resources:
Assembly Guidelines for Acknowledgment of Country Alternative language by Amelia Koh Butler
Translations into other languages


1. [bookmark: 2._Lighting_the_Christ_Candle_and_Call_t]Lighting the Christ Candle and Call to Worship
Worship Leader:
Once there was someone who said such wonderful things and did such amazing things that people just had to ask him who he was. One time when they asked him who he was he said:
“I am the light of the world, and whoever walks with me will never walk in darkness” This is the one who we follow.
Jesus is light - not just of this place, of just this nation, or just of people like us. Jesus is the light of the world.
And so, we gather, knowing that we are joined across the world by countless thousands of our brothers and sisters. In cathedrals and cottages, people are gathered, candles are lit, and the Spirit of God threads us together in love and grace.
Across the globe we gather to worship. Our God is here!
Congregation: God’s Spirit dwells with us.
Worship Leader: We are one in Christ.
If the congregation includes speakers of multiple languages, the Worship Leader may invite them to respond in their heart language.
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2. [bookmark: 3._Opening_Prayer]Introduction and Opening Prayer

INTRODUCTION

Worship Leader:

Friends, today is a special service to focus our attention on what Christ is doing in our world.

We in the Uniting Church in Australia are connected in partnership with churches across the Pacific, Asia and Africa. Our partners are vibrant, inspiring, and dedicated people of God who are transforming lives and communities for the better.

Many of our overseas church relationships reach back more than 150 years and have impacted countless lives, through many generations.

Through these relationships, we seek to act as one body of Christ in the world, each playing our part to build hope and end poverty and injustice.

UnitingWorld is the agency that manages these partnerships for the wider Uniting Church, and today we have a chance to hear more about their work and to celebrate our global neighbours together. 

PRAYER
Worship/Prayer Leader:
God who knows no boundaries, who neither time nor space can hinder. God who pursues us with unconditional love and inexhaustible grace.
God who lifts us out of blindness and conflict and shows us the path of reconciliation and unity with each other.
We turn our hearts and our minds to you in worship.
We come to you, each of us in our aloneness, and all of us in our yearning for true community.
Meet us here today, Lord Jesus. Help us to lay aside the distractions, the anxiety and the sorrows that hinder. Fill our hearts with your presence and our minds with your guidance. Refresh and renew our spirits, so that we may once again remember the joy of being known and loved by you.
And today, as we turn our gaze to the wonders that you are working across the world, help us feel true connection and compassion for all your people across the world. Fill our hearts with joy and humility as we bear witness to the power of your love working through human hands. Awaken in us again that zeal to be a part of your work. Fill our eyes with your vision for a world renewed and reconciled. Give us courage to act boldly in obedience to your call on our lives.
Emmanuel, God with us. Amen.

3. [bookmark: 4._Song]Song
Recommended:
· All of this is Us

Alternatives:
· Gather Us In (TIS 474)
· O Lord my God, When I in Awesome Wonder (TIS 155)

[bookmark: 5._Recap_of_the_week][bookmark: 6._Reflections]
4. Children’s Talk 
Aimed at mid-primary school aged children and younger.
Read the book Shoes from Grandpa by Mem Fox as a group or to the group. 
A read-along video can be found on Youtube https://youtu.be/NjXKKMWtcpw
Encourage children to say the repeated lines at the same time as the reader.

Reflect: (a. = answers, but draw out discussion with the group)
1. In the story, who felt good about the clothes: Jessie or her family?
2. What was Jessie frustrated about?
a. Getting clothes she didn’t want / other people making decisions for her.
3. (sarcastically) But shouldn’t Jessie be happy to get anything? No? Why? 
a. The clothes weren’t right for her/what she liked doing?
4. Why weren’t the clothes right for Jessie? 
a. They were assuming they knew what she wanted without asking her.
5. What should her family have done instead of buying her what they thought she needed? 
a. They should have asked her what she liked or needed? 
6. When you give a friend or family member a gift, it feels good, doesn’t it? But do you try to think about things you would like, or things they would like? 
· Ask if they have given someone a perfect gift. What made it perfect for that person? How did it make you feel?
· [If that doesn’t work] Ask if they have ever received something they didn’t want. How did that make them feel?
7. What does it mean to be generous? What are some generous acts?
8. Can generosity hurt you or the people you’re trying to help?
a. Maybe – if you are giving them things they don’t need or want.
i. What if you send your old clothes to another county but they aren’t right for the climate there?
ii. What if you send old books to another country but they aren’t in a language anyone speaks?
READ: At UnitingWorld we work with people and churches in other countries to help them in lots of ways. Sometimes they need help accessing clean water or toilets, sometimes they need help to clean up after a cyclone, sometimes they need help running a school for children who otherwise wouldn’t be able to go to school. 
Q. What do you think UnitingWorld should do if one of our overseas church partners needs our help?
a. Ask what kind of help they might need from us.
READ: The best way for UnitingWorld to work with overseas churches is not to assume we know what they need. We aren’t better than them, just because we may have more money or opportunities. We have a lot to learn from them too. They are brave, creative, resilient, and strong in faith.
Just like Jessie, our partners know what they need or how to fix a problem and they just need our friendship and fundraising to make those things happen! Our partners are the local church, helping their communities unlock their God-given potential to set themselves free from poverty and injustice. They know their communities so can see simple, inexpensive solutions that we can’t.

5. [bookmark: 7._Song]Song
Recommended:
· Where the Wild God Is

Alternatives:
· The voice of God goes out (TIS 282)
· Your labour is not in vain (find here)

6. [bookmark: 8._Bible_Reading]Bible Reading
Option 1: If using the recorded sermon by Rev James Bhagwan sermon: 1 Corinthians 12:12-27
Option 2: If someone else is preaching, then use their choice of reading.


7. [bookmark: 9._Sermon]Sermon
Option 1: Pre-recorded sermon by Rev James Bhagwan (General Secretary of the Pacific Conference of Churches) https://vimeo.com/816795874
Option 2: The congregation’s choice of speaker

8. [bookmark: 10.__Song]Song
Recommended:
· One in Christ – Music and lyrics video (watch/download here)
Alternatives:
· God of Jeremiah (TIS 679)
· I the Lord of Sea and Sky (TIS 658)



9. [bookmark: 11.__Prayers_of_Intercession]Prayers of Intercession
The prayer can be read by several readers or just one worship leader as preferred.


LEADER:
God of infinite compassion, from age to age we tell the stories of Jesus’ time on earth comforting the suffering, healing the sick, speaking out against injustice, challenging the powerful, and bringing hope to all humanity. Though those feet no longer walk the earth, and those hands no longer rest on the afflicted, we know you still hear the calling of your people, and we bring our prayers for the world in this time. 

SPEAKER 1: 
We pray for all people struggling for the essentials of life – for food, clothing and shelter, but also for healthcare and education – we pray that every bowl and every belly might be filled, and that every child might have the hope that comes from learning and dreaming. We pray for everyone who is oppressed or exploited in this time, and for victims of violence and trauma, that their wounds might be healed with peace, grace and justice. 

SPEAKER 2:
We pray for our partners addressing extreme poverty in places like India, Sri Lanka, Indonesia and Timor-Leste. Give them hope and courage as they help the most marginalised people to overcome poverty and injustice.

SPEAKER 3:
We pray for our partners across the Pacific who are fighting the impacts of disasters and the changing climate, at the same time as preparing their communities and building resilience to future disasters.  May we learn from their example and play our part to address the threat of climate change.

SPEAKER 4:
We pray for our partners training and equipping the next generation of Christian leaders in places like Zimbabwe, South Sudan, Papua New Guinea and Fiji. Fill them with passion and creativity to be your hands and feet and spread hope in their communities. 

SPEAKER 5:
We pray for our partners raising up women in the church and community and leading a discussion on the biblical basis for gender equality and anti-violence. In the Pacific, where rates of men’s violence against women are among the highest in the world, we pray that our partners’ messages continue to cut through and change hearts.

LEADER:
Lord God, we pray for UnitingWorld staff and our partners, and the life-changing work that you are doing through our Christian family cross the globe. 

We pray for the courage to remain engaged with the messy, broken, beautiful world around us and that we would each find ways to play our part as the body of Christ – whether down the street or the other side of the world. 

Amen.




10. [bookmark: 12.__Offering]Offering

If you wish to take up an offering for the work of UnitingWorld, people can give using the brochures provided. If they want a tax receipt, they need to include their contact details with their individual donation (credit card, online or bank transfer). Alternatively, you can take up a retiring offering and send the money as one gift from your church. 
The following prayer can be said after the gifts are collected.

Worship Leader:
Loving God, we join today in celebration of your work in your world. We give you thanks for all the people reaching out in love and compassion in your name, and for the countless more acts of grace and works of your Spirit that go unnoticed.
We give you thanks, too, for calling us to be part of this story, participants by word and deed in the work of making your Kingdom known to all.
We give thanks for all those who have gone before us and championed this work, and those who weaved our call to support the global church into the Uniting Church's founding documents.
And as part of our response to that call, we bring these gifts, and with them, we recommit ourselves into your service. Use our money and ourselves, here in our local community, and throughout your world.
For we ask in the name of our risen Lord, Jesus Christ. Amen
11. [bookmark: 13.__Song]Song
Recommended:
· I the Lord of Sea and Sky (TIS 658)
Alternatives:
· Labour Unto Glory (access here)
· Beauty For Brokenness (TiS 690)

12. [bookmark: 14.__A_Sending_Blessing]A Sending Blessing
Worship Leader:

May God bless us with a spirit of solidarity to fight together against poverty, injustice, social inequality and environmental damage.
 
May God bless us with the spirit of courage to improve, renew and transform the social order that has lost its conscience because of greed and selfishness.
 
May God bless us with a spirit of gentleness to hear and understand the voices of those who are oppressed, left behind and pushed aside by the bustle of worldly pride.
 
May God bless us with a spirit of peace amidst the difficulties and challenges of the world so that we can continue to be God’s witnesses who radiate love, generosity, forgiveness and hope.

In the name of Christ.

People: Amen
(Reverend Dr Apwee Ting)
Indonesian version of sending blessing

Kiranya Tuhan memberkati kita dengan roh solidaritas untuk bersama sama berjuang mengatasi kemiskinan, ketidakadilan, kepincangan sosial dan kerusakan lingkungan
 
Kiranya Tuhan memberkati kita dengan roh keberanian untuk  memperbaiki, memperbaharui dan mentranformasi tatanan masyarakat yang kehilangan hati nuraninya karena ketamakan dan keakuan 
 
Kiranya Tuhan memberkati kita dengan roh kelemahlembutan untuk mendengar dan memahami suara mereka yang tertindas, tertinggal dan tersingkir oleh hiruk pikuk keangkuhan dunia
 
Kiranya Tuhan memberkati kita dengan roh damai sejahtera ditengah kesulitan dan tantangan dunia sehingga kita tetap menjadi saksi Tuhan yang memancarkan kasih, kemurahan hati, pengampunan dan pengharapan.
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