[image: A close up of a logo

Description automatically generated]
UnitingWorld Sunday Full Liturgy 2024
Rev Dr Apwee Ting, International Relationships Manager, UnitingWorld
In-text links to assets are given here, but if you just have a printed copy, go to www.unitingworld.org.au/sunday-resources where you can find them all. 
Acknowledgment of Country  
Worship Leader: 
From before recorded time, the ……………. People (of the ……………Nation) cared for this Land. 
We praise the Creator for the beauty of this Land and honour those who have offered themselves in tending it. 
We acknowledge the Elders and communities who have told the sacred stories and nurtured faithfulness to the Creator. We pay our respects to the Elders who have gone before, all who carry the stories today, and who are emerging. 
We ask God’s blessing on all those who continue to work for the healing and restoration of this Land and Her Communities. 
Alternate forms and related resources
Assembly Guidelines for Acknowledgment of Country 
Alternative language by Amelia Koh Butler 
Translations into other languages 

1. Lighting the Christ Candle and Call to Worship 
Worship Leader: 
Beloved siblings in Christ, 
Let us unite in the presence of God, who gathers us as God’s beloved family. 
A call is heard: look around you.  
Congregation: 
I have seen those whom I did not know before because they were strangers.  
I have observed those who were once foreigners.  

Worship Leader: 
Now we have been united within the family of God. 
Today, in our togetherness, let us experience the power of God’s love that destroyed all boundaries.  
Congregation: 
There is no barrier separating you and me. Differences in language, culture, life experiences, viewpoints, none can separate us from the love of God. 
We are united by Christ who has risen. Let us stand together in faith, in hope, and in God’s unparalleled love. 
Worship Leader: 
Let us begin our worship with joy and gratitude for God abundant love.  
If the congregation includes speakers of multiple languages, the Worship Leader may invite them to respond in their heart language.

2. Introduction and Opening Prayer 
INTRODUCTION 
Worship Leader: 
Friends, today marks a significant moment as we gather in worship to direct our focus towards the unfolding work of Christ in our interconnected world. 
Within the unique context of South East Asia, the Uniting Church in Australia is linked in partnership with churches throughout the region, including Indonesia. Our partners, often belonging to minority communities, exemplify extraordinary dedication and resilience as they navigate the complexities of their contexts. Notably, they engage in remarkable work within inter-faith contexts, fostering understanding, cooperation, and peace in diverse religious landscapes.
These partnerships are characterized by the vibrancy, inspiration, and the unwavering dedication of our fellow believers who serve as instruments of God's transformative power in their communities. 
Many of these relationships span over the decades, leaving an enduring lasting impact on countless lives across generations. Through these enduring connections, we endeavor to embody the unity of Christ's body, working collaboratively to nurture hope and fight poverty, injustice and climate change. 
UnitingWorld serves as the conduit for managing these partnerships on behalf of the wider Uniting Church. Today, we have the privilege of going deeper into their invaluable work and joining in celebration of our global neighbours. 
PRAYER 
Worship/Prayer Leader: 
Gracious and merciful God, 
We give thanks to You, O Lord, for the gift of life, the beauty of the universe, the serenity, and the companionship. Your presence among us as we gather in worship fills our hearts with gratitude beyond measure. 
You, O Lord, understand the depths of our hearts intimately. We come before You to confess our sins, acknowledging those moments when we have fallen short of Your grace. 
Forgive us, O Lord, for the times when we hear that we have to act justly, to love mercy and to walk humbly with you, but our ways of living defy your words. 
Yet, we take solace in Your boundless mercy, knowing that You are always ready to receive us with open arms, to cleanse us from all unrighteousness, and to restore us into fellowship with You. 
As we lay bare our shortcomings before You, grant us the strength to walk in Your ways, to love one another as You have loved us, to act justly and to seek reconciliation with those whom we have wronged. 
May Your grace continue to abound in our lives, guiding us in the paths of righteousness and leading us into the fullness of Your joy. 
In the name of Jesus Christ, our Lord and friend, we pray.  
Amen. 
If you are holding UnitingWorld Sunday on 12 May, Mother’s Day, there is a bonus Mother’s Day prayer from Rev Dr Mery Kolimon here.

3. Song
Recommended: 
TIS 477 “Jesus calls us here to meet him” 
or TIS 217(i) “Love divine, all love excelling”
or “You Have Shown Us” by Chris Tomlin, Paul Baloche and Steven Curtis Chapman on Vimeo
or choose your own hymn or song.

4. Children’s Talk
Options for an activity or a story here. 

5. Song
Recommended: 
TIS 161 “Tell out, my soul, the greatness of the Lord” 
or TIS 590 “What a friend we have in Jesus”
or “Micah 6:8” by Slugs and Bugs (on Vimeo) - cute animated Scripture video
or choose your own hymn or song.

6. Bible Reading 
Option 1: If using the recorded sermon by Rev Dr Mery Kolimon sermon, 
read Micah 6:1-8 
Option 2: If someone else is preaching, then use their choice of reading.

7. Sermon 
Option 1: Pre-recorded sermon by Rev Dr Mery Kolimon 
Stream from Vimeo | Download | Sermon Transcript 
Option 2: The congregation’s choice of speaker

8. Song 
Recommended: 
TIS 547 “Be thou my vision” 
or TIS 650 “Brother, sister, let me serve you”
or “Act Justly, Love Mercy, Walk Humbly” by Pat Barrett
or choose your own hymn or song.


9. Prayers of Intercession 
Modified from the Christian Conference of Asia 15th Assembly worship resources.

The prayer can be read by several readers or just one worship leader as preferred.


Leader: 
God of creation, humbly we pray for all you have created, 
now facing devastation because of our greed and our indifference. 
Guide us, O god, that we may become renewed stewards of the earth, that we may pursue justice and equity amid the culture of oppression and violence, respond to the needs of the poor and the marginalised in our communities, and uphold the dignity of humanity and the whole of creation.  
Speaker 1:
Move us, O God, to cry out for the concern of the earth. Move us to reveal your shalom for the whole creation. 
God in your great love and mercy: 
Congregation: 
God, renew us in Your Spirit 
God restore the whole creation.  
Leader: 
God of justice, humbly we pray for the whole inhabited earth, threatened by division, wars and injustice. 
Guide us, O God, that we may become renewed stewards of the earth, that we may work and act for the rights of the poor and oppressed, and amplify the voices of the women, youth and children in our societies. 
Speaker 2:
May we pray and work for God’s love and justice to reign. Lead, O God, to proclaim your truth to power. 
God, in your great love and mercy:
Congregation: 
God, renew us in Your Spirit 
God restore the whole creation. 
Leader: 
God of mercy, humbly we pray, for UnitingWorld and partners in the Pacific, Asia, Africa and other parts of the world. 
Enlighten us, O God, that we may be genuine and humble servants, called to transform the whole creation into a new heaven and new earth, and to bear witness to the Gospel of Christ amid the threats of life and persecution. 
God of wisdom and truth, renew us in your spirit so that we may follow your will and courageously carry out the mission you have entrusted amidst the challenges brought about by the changing times and adversities of today. 
God of love, by your love we are united, by your love we find hope, and by your love we are renewed. 
Amen.

10. Offering
Follow your usual offering practice.
If you wish to take up an offering for the work of UnitingWorld, people can give using the envelopes provided. If they want a tax receipt, they need to include their contact details with their individual donation (credit card, online or bank transfer), or they can donate online. Alternatively, you can take up a retiring offering and send the money as one gift from your church.
The following prayer can be said after the gifts are collected.
Worship Leader: 
Gracious and compassionate God, 
You who call us to pursue justice, to love mercy, and to walk humbly, we give thanks for every individual striving to do good in our midst and throughout the world. 
We are grateful for the offerings that have been collected, reflecting the generosity of each person who joyfully participates in the ministry of love for others. May these contributions bring about tangible change for those in need. 
We give thanks for our unity and commitment to proclaiming the good news through social justice, wholeness, and the well-being of life. 
As we present these offerings before You, O Lord, we ask for Your blessing upon them. May they be used wisely and effectively to further Your will on earth, bringing hope, healing and transformation to all who are touched by Your grace. 
Empower us, O God, to continue in our mission with courage, compassion and unwavering dedication. May our actions be a testament to Your love, and may they inspire others to join in the work of building a world filled with justice, peace and joy. 
In the name of Jesus Christ, our Lord and Redeemer, we pray.  
Amen.
11. Song 
Recommended: 
TIS 607 “Make me a channel of your peace” 
or TIS 629 “When I needed a neighbour, were you there, were you there?” 
or “Instrument of Peace” by The Porter’s Gate on Youtube
or choose your own hymn or song.

12. A Sending Blessing 
Worship Leader:
May the light of Your justice guide our path as we strive to bring justice to others. 
May the love of Your mercy grant us strength as we continue to fight for equity for all. 
May Your blessings of humility keep us united with those in need, wherever we may be. 
May Your peace shine ever brighter in the midst of our world, offering hope, joy and justice to all. 
As we depart from this gathering, may Your presence go before us, empowering us to be agents of Your love and instruments of Your peace. 
Go forth in the assurance of God's grace, mercy and everlasting love. 
In the name of Christ: 
Congregation: 
Amen 

13. Song
Recommended: 
TIS 779 “May the feet of God walk with you”
or “God of Justice” by Tim Hughes (CCLI: 4447128) on Vimeo
or choose your own hymn or song.
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