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Tanaka’s Garden
A UnitingWorld Sunday story for the young and young at heart 
PPT to be used with this presentation	Comment by Marcus Campbell: link to be added
Start by asking the children to name one thing they love to do
[Slide 1 - Tanaka portrait]
This is Tanaka. She lives in a country called Zimbabwe, a long way from the city. She’s 13 years old.  Like you she loves having fun. For her that’s doing things like climbing trees and dancing.  
[Slide 2 - Tanaka’s school garden]
Tanaka especially loves being in the outdoors and this is one thing she really loves to do. Can anyone tell me what she’s doing?
She’s gardening! She’s getting the weeds out of the soil so the vegetables will grow strong and healthy. Do any of you like gardening or pulling out weeds?
And where is Tanaka doing this gardening? I’ll give a clue. Look at what she’s wearing. The garden is in the school. Any of you have a garden in your school?
What makes Tanaka’s garden so special?
At Tanaka’s school they learn lots, not just in the classroom but also the garden!
It’s very special garden because Tanaka and her friends learn to grow vegetables. Then they get to cook up and eat the vegetables for lunch every day. And that means their sometimes-hungry tummies are full of nutritious food at least once every day. And a full tummy helps Tanaka to be able to concentrate during lessons so she can learn more.  
There’s an exciting reason why Tanaka’s school garden grows truly excellent vegetables. Anyone want to try and guess the reason? 
I’ll give you a clue [hold up a watering can or hose and/or use next picture]
[Slide 3 – children with buckets of water]
Water! Lots of water! 
Let’s see how much you know about gardening. What happens if you work hard planting seeds in your garden, but it gets hotter and doesn’t rain, day after day? 
The soil gets dry, and the little plants that need water can’t grow! 
So, what do you do?  
You turn on a tap and water the garden. Easy right? Hands up those who have a tap at home. Do you feel special having tap? I bet you’ve got lots of taps like me outside, in the bathroom, the kitchen and the laundry. Do you say to your friends; ‘hey guess what, I have some taps at my house’?
For Tanaka it’s different. She doesn’t have any taps at home. And neither do her friends. They can’t just turn on a tap to water a garden. BUT Tanaka’s school has a great big tap and hose ...

[SLIDE 4 — Girl watering the garden with a hose]

They use it to water their garden so they can grow vegetables.  And they let Tanaka’s parents and other people in the community use the tap as well so they can grow food in their homes.
The tap is very new. Before that tap Tanaka and her friends had to spend hours walking to a tap a long way from home, carrying back a big heavy bucket full of water so they could use it for cooking and watering. And when that bucket ran out, they’d have to go get another bucket. 
[SLIDE 5 — Child carrying water]
Do you now understand why Tanaka feels so happy to have that tap in her school?
How Tanaka’s school garden got to have a water tap
But how did the school get a tap? Did they just pop down to a hardware shop, push a tap in the ground, and ‘whoosh’ out comes water? It’s a bit harder than that, isn’t it?
Where Tanaka lives, water is very deep underground. You have to drill a narrow, very deep hole until you reach it, then use a solar-powered pump to bring the water up. Tanaka’s community knew all this, but they didn’t have enough money to pay for it. They needed a friend to help.
[SLIDE 6 — Rev Junior with the children of the school]
That friend was Rev. Junior and the Methodist Church of Zimbabwe. Rev Junior takes our Bible reading today, from John’s gospel, seriously. When Jesus says he came so people might have ‘abundant life’, she thinks of Tanaka.	Comment by Mardi Lumsden: Don't we usually say Rev. ?	Comment by Mardi Lumsden: @Marcus Campbell
An abundant life means there’s enough for everyone: enough food so Tanaka doesn’t go to bed hungry, the chance to learn at school, knowing how to grow food and teach others, and enough water. That’s a full and abundant life for people in Tanaka’s community.
Our churches right here in Australia have also been part of this story. Rev Junior and her team have lots of great ideas for helping communities like Tanaka’s. But to do this they need money. And that’s where our Uniting Churches have helped by giving money through UnitingWorld. 
[Slide 7 – Rev Junior with UnitingWorld Program Manager Stephanie Dalton]
UnitingWorld is part of the Uniting Church in Australia, set up to help people like Rev Junior and Tanaka. We’re all one team bringing abundant life to others: Tanaka gets water, grows food and learns at school; Rev Junior stands behind Tanaka; and we stand behind Rev Junior, praying for her and giving so her team can pay for taps, seeds and training.
[Slide 8 – Thank you slide]
So I invite you continue the story and the connections. Together we can be part of Jesus’s promise of abundant life in places like Zimbabwe. I think that’s pretty special.
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